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THE LAST PATRIOT VETERANS OF THE REVOLUTION

In the midst of the Civil War (a.k.a.
the “War Between the States” to some
of our compatriots) there were still 12
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Gray, of Brookfield, Ohio, died on 29 March 1868,
age 104 years. Bakeman, of Freedom, New York,
died on 5 April 1869, age 109 years. Even after
Bakeman’s death, it is possible that there were other,
unknown survivors of the Revolution who never
sought pensions or who did not otherwise make
their service known.

In 2002, the NHSSAR participated in the dedication
of a State historical marker in Antrim to survivor
Samuel Downing, a former resident of that town.
Downing, a spinning wheel maker, served in the
New Hampshire troops during the Revolution. He is
one of the few soldiers of the Revolution who lived
long enough to have his image captured on a
photograph. The last Revolutionary War veteran to
die in New Hampshire is believed to have been Joel
MacGregor, a soldier of Connecticut who moved to
Newport in 1789. MacGregor died in Newport on
October 31, 1861 and a State historical marker
placed in Newport in 1976 identifies him as “New
Hampshire’s last surviving soldier of the
Revolution.”

Pictured above: Samuel Downing, the last New
Hampshire soldier of the Revolution. Photographed by
noted Civil War photographer Matthew Brady in 1864.



